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Course introduction

Server Side programming module part of the Foundation Degree in IT accredited by the University of Plymouth. The course is for anyone who wishes to develop their server side programming skills in an eCommerce environment using PHP. 

Starts: Thursday 24thSeptember 2009

Timing: Thursdays 1.00pm - 4.00pm 

Duration: for 20 weeks (term time) 

Location: Opie Building, Cornwall College Camborne 

Cost: £200 (funding available) – funding from DPN

Tutor: Dave Smith
The course covers: 
• Server based programming techniques 

• Using embedded scripting languages 

• Structure programming techniques 

• Program structure 

• Using HTML forms to input data 

• Accessing on-line data stores 

• XML and SOAP to transfer information 

• Appropriate server side techniques in the development of an eCommerce web-site 

The course is most suited to people who already have a good understanding of IT and developing basic flat structured web sites. Previous programming experience would be advantage. 

Lesson 1

Course tutor Dave Smith 

Course start time changed from 1.15pm to 1pm from next week

We will be using Moodle as a resource for course notes - http://virtual.cornwall.ac.uk
Logins not available yet but Dave showed us how to find it and what sort of things we would be using it for.

Moodle is a Course Management System (CMS), also known as a Learning Management System (LMS) or a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It is a Free web application that educators can use to create effective online learning sites.

“Loosely typed” means we don’t have to define the variable types

Useful or interesting web sites:

· PHP tutorials - http://w3schools.com/php/
· PHP tutorials - http://www.webmonkey.com/tutorial/PHP_Tutorial_for_Beginners
· We feel fine (http://www.wefeelfine.org/) is an example of a  web site that ‘thinks outside the box’ using PHP in unusual ways to search blogs.  “An exploration of human emotion, in six movements” by Jonathan Harris and Sep Kamvar

Things I would like to achieve / problems I would like to solve

1. How can you ensure that a page that which has been converted from an .htm to a .php does not display an error when a direct link from another web site to the original .htm page is used. Can .htaccess esure that the .php page is displayed instead.

2. Count how many times a url has been clicked on within a web page, and increment a database field.

3. Include a form in a page that shows requested data without refreshing the whole page - I would like to include my date formatter pop-up form as part of the same page.

4. Converts a text string or number to something else, like a graphic.  For example if a company typre their name in a field, it would display their logo on the screen.

5. Complex image upload form.  Upload image based on the criteria in the form, multiple resizes and saves in different directories. Check file format correct.

6. Select multiple records from a database and delete them.

7. Slide show without changing pages.

8. Back up database from browser.

9. Upload data into the database directly from a .csv file

10. Stock control based on a return from the payment provider

11. Putting dots on maps

12. Is it possible to capture a Google page rank and add it to a database

13. Validate a date in the format yyyy/mm/dd in a form

14. Change from filed depended on criteria selected in another part of the form

15. Repeat the data inputted into one field into another field only if the second field is left blank

